
Zoom Meeting Instructions 

The Zoom meeting link, Meeting ID, and call in number will be provided via social media, the 

Town’s website, and cable channel.  

If joining from a mobile device or from a computer (for the first time), please be sure to 

download the app or application file as detailed below now (do not wait until the scheduled 

start of the meeting). This will ensure that you are able to join the meeting quickly on 

Wednesday, March 25th at 7:00 p.m. 

Prior to the meeting: 

• Joining from a mobile Device: If you are joining from a mobile device (Android 

smartphone/tablet, Apple iPhone/iPad) download the Zoom Cloud Meetings app from 

the App/Play Store. This is a free app. 

 

• If joining from a computer: When entering a Zoom meeting for the first time from a 

computer, you will need to download a small application file. This step-by-step process 

is easy to complete on all commonly used browsers. 

o To download and install the Zoom Application: 

1. Go to https://zoom.us/download and from the Download Center, click on 

the Download button under “Zoom Client For Meetings”. 

2. Once the download is complete, proceed with installing the Zoom 

application onto your computer. 

If you encounter any issues, please visit the Zoom Help Center:  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-
us.  

 
At specified meeting time: 
 
To join the meeting by computer or mobile device: 

Either: 

1. Click on the Zoom link 

https://zoom.us/j/524565973?pwd=SHJ3Y05lemJ4TDZqejNwcGhJbXJKUT09 

Or 

Go to https://otago.zoom.us/join and Enter the Meeting ID 524 565 973 and Meeting Password 
168060 in the appropriate field and click ‘Join’ (the Meeting ID will be a 9 or 10 digit number) 
 
 
To join the meeting by phone only: 

1. Dial 1-301-715-8592   

2. You will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID 524 565 973 and Meeting Password 
168060, followed by #. 

3. If the meeting has not already started press # to wait for the meeting to begin. 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
https://zoom.us/j/524565973?pwd=SHJ3Y05lemJ4TDZqejNwcGhJbXJKUT09
https://otago.zoom.us/join


If you join by computer or mobile device later, you can enter the Participant ID to bind your 

phone and device session together and show your video when you speak on the phone. To 

enter your participant ID once you are in the meeting, enter #Participant ID# on your phone. 

Phone controls for participants 

The following commands can be entered using your phone's dial pad while in a Zoom meeting: 

• *6 - Toggle mute/unmute 

• *9 - Raise hand 

 

Guidelines for participation: 

• All audio from participants must be muted to eliminate background noise. 
 

• Questions and comments will be accepted in the same manner as regular meetings. 
There will be a Public Comment period indicated on the meeting agenda and Mayor 
Thompson will ask if there are any Public comments as each Agenda Item is discussed. 
Please use the “Raised Hand” function or *9 to indicate that you would like to speak.  

 

• Public comments will also be accepted through community_input@riverdaleparkmd.gov 
up-to-one hour prior to the meeting. The Town Clerk will read your comments into the 
record during the Public Comment period indicated on the agenda. 
 

• If you do not have access to the internet but would like to make a public comment, 
please contact the Town Clerk at 301-832-6068 at least one hour prior to the meeting 
time. 

 

Thank you in advance for your patience as we continue to work to provide the very best service 

to our residents during this unprecedented time. 

mailto:community_input@riverdaleparkmd.gov


All members of the public in attendance are honorary members of the Council, and as such may comment on all 
items under discussion (subject to the same Rules of Order that apply to elected Council Members). 

 

Town of Riverdale Park 
Special Legislative Meeting 

March 25, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 

 
This will be a virtual meeting. Please visit 

https://zoom.us/j/524565973?pwd=SHJ3Y05lemJ4TDZqejNwcGhJbXJKUT09 
(Meeting ID: 524 565 973 - Password: 168060) or call 1-301-715-8592 to participate 

 
AGENDA 

Revised 3/24/2020 
Call to Order 
Approval of Agenda 
Public Comments  
 
Legislative Action Items: 

1. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-06 regarding Remote Meeting Attendance 
2. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-07 to create a Town of Riverdale Park (TRP) Partners in 

Economic Recovery Program 
3. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-08 amending the definition of the Economic Development 

Fund 
4. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-09 amending the Business Growth Grant Program 
5. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-10 amending the Business Improvement Grant Program 
6. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-11 to create a Farmers Market Dollars program for Town 

residents in need 
7. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-12 to create a direct benefit and promotional program for Town 

restaurants 
8. Motion to adopt Resolution 2020-R-13 to create an Emergency Repair Grant program 
9. Council action to authorize the transfer of funds from the unallocated General Fund to the 

Economic Development Fund, and to the Community Development Fund 
1. Motion to Suspend the Charter provision that an ordinance may not be passed at the meeting 

at which it is introduced 
2. Introduction of the Emergency Ordinance 2020-OR- 08 
3. Motion to adopt Emergency Ordinance 2020-OR-08 with an effective date of March 25, 

2020 
10. Motion to direct the Town Manager to use available Social Concerns funds for a direct benefit 

grocery program to assist Town residents in need in coordination with Riverdale Elementary 
School 

11. Motion to direct the Town Manager to utilize available dollars from the Operating major budget 
category of the FY2020 Approved Budget to Increase the Town’s contribution to the Farmers 
Market SNAP program by $3,000. 

12. Motion to authorize residential permit fees to be waived until September 30, 2020 
13. Motion to extend the FY2020 payment due date for Business Personal Property Taxes to September 

30, 2020 
14. Motion to extend the payment due date for FY2021 Business Licenses to September 30, 2020 

 
New Business   
Unfinished Business  
Adjournment  

https://zoom.us/j/524565973?pwd=SHJ3Y05lemJ4TDZqejNwcGhJbXJKUT09


Town of Riverdale Park, Maryland 
Town Administration 

 
 

 

TO:     Mayor and Council 

FROM:     John N. Lestitian, Town Manager 

CC: Leadership Team  

DATE:   March 24, 2020   

RE:   COVID-19 Special Legislative Meeting 

Action Requested:  Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council the 
fourteen legislative items included on the meeting agenda for the March 25th Special 
Legislative Meeting.  Staff further seek Mayor and Council action to adopt the eight (8) 
resolutions, one (1) emergency ordinance, and five (5) motions. 

Background: The COVID-19 pandemic and the necessary restrictions to protect the life, health, 
and welfare of Town residents and staff have drastically changed how we, collectively, are able 
to come together and pursue efforts to support our residents and businesses.  
 
The Executive Orders issued by Maryland Governor, the Honorable Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., to 
prohibit gatherings of more than ten (10) persons, to close schools, colleges, theatres, gyms, and 
the closure of non-essential businesses; has raised jobless claims, and impacted the ability of 
some Town residents and businesses to provide for basic needs, to have food security, to 
properly maintain their homes and businesses, and to make necessary improvements to their 
homes and businesses.  The economic impact varies throughout the Town. However, left 
unabated, the Town’s ability to provide services will be impacted.  The health, safety, and 
welfare of the Town of Riverdale Park is inseparable from the individual economic position of 
our residents and businesses.   
 
In the last several years, the Mayor and Council have adopted a variety of vision and 
commitment statements.  Among the statements adopted are vision and commitment statements 
for Housing and Neighborhoods, adopted in 2017, and Business and Economic Development, 
adopted in 2018.  The staff team turned to these statements to provide direction in developing the 
proposed legislative items.  All the legislative items on the meeting agenda are related to the 
Town’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and provide visible and impactful programmatic 
and targeted financial support of Town residents and businesses while maintaining fiscal 
responsibility in this uncertain time.   
 



 

Legislative Action Items: 

1. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 
Resolution 2020-R-06 Remote Meeting Attendance and ask that the resolution be adopted.  

 
Background: The Mayor and Council, like elected bodies in other cities and towns across 
the state and nation, are faced with an unprecedented situation.  Hosting a physical meeting 
of the legislative branch of the Town government would create potential health risks for 
residents, members of the Mayor and Council, and the staff team.  Staff worked with Mr. 
Fred Sussman, Town Attorney, to develop Resolution 2020-R-06 Remote Meeting 
Attendance.  The State of Maryland declared State of Emergency meets the predicate for 
authorizing remote attendance as contemplated in the resolution. In ideal circumstances, this 
resolution would be considered prior to a remote meeting. However, as we are all aware, we 
are not in ideal circumstances.  

 
Staff have researched various online platforms for hosting a virtual meeting that allows for 
remote attendance with video and voice, and with voice only capacity. Zoom was selected as 
the platform that the Town would use for this meeting.  Many of our neighboring 
jurisdictions are also using this platform. 

 
In order to move forward and consider the additional legislative items, the Mayor and 
Council will need to adopt Resolution 2020-R-06.  

 
 
2. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-07 Partners in Economic Recovery Program and ask that the resolution be 
adopted. 

 
Background: As discussed on page one of this memorandum, the economic impact from 
COVID-19 is already evident and more severe impact is likely to follow.  The ability of some 
Town residents and businesses to provide for basic needs, to have food security, to properly 
maintain their homes and businesses, and to make necessary improvements to their homes 
and businesses has diminished.  Left unabated, the economic downturn may in the future 
impact the Town’s ability to provide services.  The health, safety, and welfare of the Town of 
Riverdale Park is inseparable from the individual economic position of our residents and 
businesses. 
 
The U.S. Federal Government is considering a variety of incentive and assistance programs 
as part of a two-trillion-dollar plan.  The State of Maryland has announced a variety of 
programs targeted to provide assistance to residents and businesses. Staff propose that under 
the banner of the Partners in Economic Recovery, the Town adopt measures that will:   
 
• Expand eligible uses of the Town’s Economic Development Fund 
• Amend existing grants and initiatives to address the economic impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic 
• Create direct benefit programs related to food security 
• Create direct benefit programs that support Town businesses related to food security 



 

• Create grant programs to assist residents and businesses in addressing emergency repairs 
to their homes and businesses.  

 
This resolution makes clear the Mayor and Council’s intent and defines the Town’s response 
to the economic fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
    

3. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 
Resolution 2020-R-08 amending the definition of the Economic Development Fund and ask 
that the resolution be adopted. 
 
Background: In 2018, the Mayor and Council adopted a definition of the Economic 
Development Fund.  The adopted definition did not anticipate the need for economic 
programs, grants, and initiatives designed to ensure the health, safety, welfare, and economic 
security of Town residents and businesses. The adopted definition focused economic 
development related to business attraction, retention, and expansion.   
 
Proposed edits to the definition are in bold and underlined as follows:  
 
Economic Development Fund defined: This fund was established to promote the 
revitalization of the Town Center and older portions of the Town; as well as to support 
economic development town-wide through programs focused on business attraction, 
retention, and expansion. The fund may also be used for economic programs, grants, and 
initiatives designed to ensure the health, safety, welfare, and economic security of Town 
residents and businesses. Further, this fund may be used to hold real property acquired by 
the Town for economic redevelopment and for related development activities. Revenues in 
this fund consists of periodic transfers from the General Fund or General Fund Reserve. 
The goal is to make general fund transfers from the various unrestricted fine revenue 
accounts when those accounts out-perform the budgeted revenue or transfer from General 
Fund Reserve when funds for transfers from the General Fund are not available. 
 
Expanding the eligible uses as defined above will permit the programs contemplated as part 
of the Partners in Economic Recovery Program to be funded.  

 
4. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-09 amending the Business Growth Grant Program and ask that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 
Background: In 2018, the Mayor and Council approved the Business Growth Grant 
program.  This program is designed to assist businesses undertaking considerable brick and 
mortar projects.  As originally written the grant required a 10:1 match from the applicant and 
eligible expenses are limited hard cost construction.  Staff believe that the current economic 
conditions will likely prevent participation in this program.  Staff propose amendments to the 
program that will: 
 
• Reduce the required match 10:1 to 2:1 



 

• Expand eligible expenses from hard construction costs only to hard and soft project costs, 
and may include smaller projects 

• Establish a November 30, 2020 deadline for applications under these revised guidelines  
• Sunset these amendments on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the Mayor and 

Council 
 
5. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-10 amending the Business Improvement Grant Program and ask that the 
resolution be adopted. 

 
Background: In 2018, the Mayor and Council approved the Business Improvement Grant 
program.  This program is designed to assist businesses improve their facades, hardscaping, 
landscaping, exterior signage, or other exterior work that enhances building aesthetics and 
image to attract commerce. Staff propose that this program be amended as follows:  

 
• Eligible expenses are expanded to include limited interior work that serves to attract 

commerce 
• Applications under these revised guidelines must be received by November 30, 2020 
• The amendments delineated above sunset on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the 

Mayor and Council 
 
The expansion to permit the grant to be used on interior renovations will provide an 
additional resource to businesses seeking to make improvements through this calendar year.  

 
6. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-11 to create a Farmers Market Dollars program for Town residents in 
need and ask that the resolution be adopted. 

 
Background: Creating additional access to food for Town residents in need aligns with core 
values of the Town.  Staff reviewed a variety of options to accomplish this goal.  The Town 
has a significant opportunity to leverage the existing relationship with the Farmers Market to 
provide food to a wider audience of Town residents.  The program is designed to be a direct 
benefit program meaning that the participating Town resident and the business will benefit. 
The program parameters follow: 
 
• The program is available to Town residents who declare a need for assistance 
• There will be an application process that does not include a means test 
• The maximum weekly Farmers Market Dollar disbursement per household will be 

twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for households not participating in the SNAP 
• The maximum weekly Farmers Market Dollar disbursement per household will be fifteen 

dollars ($15.00) for households participating in the SNAP 
• The benefits contemplated in this program are subject to funding availability 
• The program’s funds shall come from the Economic Development Fund 
• The Farmers Market Dollar Program will sunset December 31, 2020 unless extended by 

the Mayor and Council.   
 



 

The Town will work in partnership with Mr. Jim Coleman of the Riverdale Park Farmers 
Market, Inc. to administer the program. 

 
7. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-12 to create the Resident – Restaurant – Town Partnership Program and 
ask that the resolution be adopted. 

 
Background: Economic hardships are occurring throughout the Town of Riverdale Park, and 
while no sector of the local economy has been spared, the restaurant industry is bearing 
significant stress caused by mandatory social distancing.  At the same time food options for 
Town residents have been limited  and grocery store shelves are empty.   In an effort to 
support food options for Town residents, and promote Town restaurants through a direct 
benefit partnership with the Town, staff propose a new program as follows: 

 
• Make available to Town residents Town funded discount coupons for participating Town 

restaurants 
• Promote support of Town restaurants through various programs and outreach activities 
• Encourage residents who desire to obtain carry-out or delivered prepared foods to acquire 

such foods from restaurants located within the Town 
• This program is subject to funding availability 
• Funds for this program will come from the Economic Development Fund 
• This program shall expire on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the Mayor and 

Council  
 
This program will encourage the carry-out or delivery of food from Town restaurants to 
Town residents. If residents are ordering out, it is in the Town’s interest for Town restaurants 
to capture as much of that market share as possible.  In the coming weeks or months, when 
restaurants begin to reopen, this program may, depending on funding, continue to provide 
support during the critical recovery period.  

 
8. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review with the Mayor and Council 

Resolution 2020-R-13 to create an Emergency Repair Grant program and ask that the 
resolution be adopted. 
 
Background: Unemployment rates are up and revenues for Town businesses are down. This 
program is designed to assist with needed emergency repairs in homes and businesses that 
would otherwise not be addressed.  The program will cover items such as hot water 
tanks/systems, HVAC equipment, broken or blocked sewer lines, roof leaks, and storm 
damage.  These are the types of issues that any homeowner or business owner may 
encounter.  During this economic downturn, owners may not be able to respond to such 
conditions without assistance.  The Town is situated best to respond quickly to such 
circumstances. Staff propose a new program as follows: 
 
• Grants shall be available to qualified residents and businesses 
• Eligibility shall include a means test that includes income and asset verification 



 

• Grants shall require a 1:2 match for the first one thousand dollars ($1,000) and a 1:1 
match thereafter 

• Maximum grant award shall be two thousand dollars ($2,000) 
• Residential grants shall be made from the Community Development Fund 
• Business grants shall be made from the Economic Development Fund 
• Grants are subject to funding availability 
• Program expires on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the Mayor and Council 

 
9. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review Emergency Ordinance 2020-OR-08 

to authorize the transfer of funds from the General Fund Reserve (unallocated General Fund) 
to the Economic Development Fund, and to the Community Development Fund in order to 
fund the existing, amended, and new programs.  
 
Background:  The Budget Committee, Mr. Paul Smith, Director of Finance and Employee 
Services, Mr. Gentry Jones, C.P.A, and myself, have crunched numbers, reviewed 
projections, made adjustments, considered the uncertainty of the situation, and the necessary 
expenses for the next fiscal year.  We have determined and recommend to the Mayor and 
Council that at this time an amount of one-hundred fifty-thousand dollars ($150,000) be 
transferred from the unallocated General Fund, also referred to as the General Fund Reserve, 
to fund the programs envisioned within the Partners in Economic Recovery Program.  
 
In order to accomplish this, the following Mayor and Council actions are required and a two-
third majority (five affirmative votes) must be secured:  

  
• Motion to Suspend the Charter provision that an ordinance may not be passed at the 

meeting at which it is introduced 
• Introduction of the Emergency Ordinance 2020-OR- 08 
• Motion to adopt Emergency Ordinance 2020-OR-08 with an effective date of March 25, 

2020 
 

The staff team will continue to closely monitor the situation and the participation in the 
related programs.  
 

10. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review the recommendation to the Mayor 
and Council that they direct the Town Manager to use available Social Concerns funds for a 
direct benefit grocery program to assist Town residents in need. The program will be in 
coordination with Riverdale Elementary School (RES)   Staff recommend that the Mayor and 
Council approve such a motion. 

 
Background: The Town has long and productive relationship with Riverdale Elementary 
School.  The school staff have been instrumental in other Town assistance programs. 
Currently, the existing Social Concerns undesignated balance is approximately $2,500. Staff 
seek direction to work with RES to identify the most in need among student families who 
reside within the Town.  The available funding would be used to assist those families with 
groceries.   
 



 

11. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review the recommendation to the Mayor 
and Council that they direct the Town Manager to utilize available dollars from the Operating 
major budget category of the FY2020 Approved Budget to increase the Town’s contribution 
to the Farmers Market SNAP program by $3,000, and that the Mayor and Council approve 
such a motion. 
 
Background: The approved FY2020 Operating Budget provides in Account 8825, Farmers 
Market Public Assistance Bucks, three-thousand dollars ($3,000) for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). This facilitates the use of the SNAP program at the 
Farmers Market.  An additional three-thousand dollars ($3,000) is available from other 
portions of the operating budget category.  This transfer within the approved budget will 
allow for the expanded participation in this existing program.  
 

12. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review the recommendation to the Mayor 
and Council that they authorize residential permit fees to be waived until September 30, 
2020, and that the Mayor and Council approve such a motion. 
 
Background:  The Budget Committee, along with the Directors of Administrative Services 
and Development Services looked at fees as they relate to one-off situations.  While not a 
significant dollar amount as it relates to the overall Town budget, residential permit fees 
directly impact the Town’s residents.  These fees include fees for building permits, 
dumpsters, and storage containers.  Staff recommend at this time of increased stress on Town 
residents that these fees be waived on applications currently in process or received prior to 
September 30, 2020.   
 

13. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review the recommendation to the Mayor 
and Council that they authorize an extension to the due date for the FY2020 payments for 
Business Personal Property Taxes to September 30, 2020. 
 
Background:  The Budget Committee reviewed the accounts receivable for this revenue 
account.  Currently, there is approximately $77,000 owed to the Town.  Additionally, there 
are several businesses who are due to file their first personal property returns with the State 
in the coming months. The staff position is that extending this due date thereby delaying the 
revenue, may assist the businesses in surviving this economic downtown.   

 
14. Action Requested: Staff seek an opportunity to review the recommendation to the Mayor and 

Council that they extend the payment due date for FY2021 Business Licenses to September 30, 2020, 
and that the Mayor and Council approve such a motion. 
 
Background: The Budget Committee reviewed the financial impact on delaying this revenue 
source in the next fiscal year. Staff currently project that this revenue source can be delayed 
and will not cause a significant cash-management issue for the Town.  Delaying these 
required payments to the Town will assist businesses as they seek to manage their expenses 
during this economic downturn.  
 

All the programs proposed to operate under the banner of Partners in Economic Recovery will be 
administered within the existing guidelines and approval processes.  Staff are finalizing 



 

applications and related materials to rollout the programs as quickly as possible. The staff team 
will track and report on program participation to include the number of persons assisted per 
program.   
 
I recognize that there is a lot of information conveyed in this memorandum and the attachments. 
The staff team has been working non-stop to provide these meaningful measures in a timely 
manner.  Each program is designed to help Town residents and businesses in need. Staff have 
attempted to address needs that the Town is equipped to address and that may mean the 
difference between a family being fed or not and a business surviving or not.  As the staff team 
monitors the implementation of these programs we will return to the Mayor and Council as may 
be necessary to recommend changes.  
 
Staff will be available at the virtual meeting to answer any questions or concerns.  



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
 

Resolution 2020-R-06 
 

Introduced by:    
 
Date Introduced: March 25, 2020 
  
Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF establishing certain conditions and authorization for remote meeting 
attendance of the Town Council. 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council recognize that there may be certain circumstances that would 
prevent the Mayor or members of the Council from attending a meeting of the Town Council in-
person; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Maryland Open Meetings Compliance Board has recognized that for purposes of 
the Open Meetings Act, a meeting of a governing body may take place outside the traditional place 
where meetings are typically convened (9 Official Opinions of the Compliance Board 40-2013); 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Maryland, Prince George’s County, and/or the Town of Riverdale Park 
may declare a State of Emergency that directly prevents the in-person attendance of one or more 
members of the Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, technology is readily available in order to hold meetings of the Council in a remote 
location while still providing for public access, observation, and input; and 
 
WHEREAS, except in extraordinary circumstances, at least one member of the Town Council and 
a member of Town staff will be present at the advertised meeting location to ensure that any 
member of the public, especially those without internet or telephone access, can access, observe, 
and participate in a remote meeting of the Council; 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Town of Riverdale 
Park do hereby authorize remote meetings in accordance with the following conditions, when a 
State of Emergency has been declared by the State of Maryland, Prince George’s County and/or 
the Town of Riverdale Park, provided that any such meeting: 
 

1. Shall be advertised in accordance with existing requirements 
2. Shall, except as herein provided, occur at a specific physical location that is noted in the 

advertisement 



a. The physical location will be open to the public for the duration of the meeting 
unless directives from a higher-level of government would prevent a public 
gathering, and except for any part of the meeting that is conducted in closed session.  

3. Shall, except as provided herein, have at least one member of the Council present at the 
physical location  

4. In addition to the Council member(s) present at the physical location, shall allow for 
additional Council members and members of the public to attend via voice and video link 
or only voice link, provided that instructions to access the voice or video link are 
disseminated to the public at least on the Town’s website and the Town’s social media 
platforms 

5. Shall achieve a quorum of the Council either by sufficient members being present at the 
physical location or by member(s) present at the physical location plus members attending 
via voice and video link or only voice link 

6. The voice and video link or only voice link must be amplified at all times so as to be clearly 
audible to those in attendance at the physical location and by all persons who are 
participating remotely  

7. A roll call of Council members must be conducted at the beginning and the end of the 
meeting  

8. Any official action must be by roll call vote 
9. All documents referenced on the published agenda shall be made available in the physical 

location and online for use of the public and of persons participating be remote 
participation 

10. The Town will endeavor to use technology to make Council members and members of the 
public attending remotely visible while they are speaking 

11. The Town will endeavor to have the physical location of the meeting televised through the 
Town’s cable television channels 

12. Minutes shall be kept as if a standard meeting   
13. Where a closed session is to be held, the closed session must follow normal closed session 

protocols, including excluding members of the public from observing or participating in 
the closed session, and providing that at any location where a Council member is 
participating remotely such Council member must put on the record that no other persons 
are present  

 
 
 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  

RIVERDALE PARK: 
 
 

___________________________   _____________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2020-R-07 

 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF establishing the Town of Riverdale Park’s Partners in Economic 
Recovery Program in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Maryland Governor, the Honorable 
Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., issued orders to prohibit gatherings of more than ten (10) persons, the 
closure of schools, colleges, theatres, gyms, and the closure of non-essential businesses; and  
 
WHEREAS, recent Maryland jobless claims have drastically increased, and the severe economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic is immediate in many economic sectors, and the effects will 
likely be long-lasting; and   
 
WHEREAS, the ability of Town residents and businesses to provide for basic needs, to have food 
security, to properly maintain their homes and businesses, and to make necessary improvements to 
their homes and businesses, has decreased and caused a high-level of uncertainty; and  
 
WHEREAS, the ability of Town residents and businesses to participate in essential commerce is 
vital to the health, safety, and welfare of the Town of Riverdale Park; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Mayor and Council adopted Resolution 2018-R-05 establishing a vision 
and commitment statement for Business and Economic Development that delineates in part that the 
attraction, retention, and expansion of business and economic development activities are recognized 
as the foundation upon which strong and sustainable communities are built; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council, in support of the Town’s vision and commitment to business 
and economic development, desire to create an economic recovery partnership program under 
which existing, amended, and new Town programs will be administered;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park hereby establishes the 
Partners in Economic Recovery Program that incorporates the following goals: 
 

1. Expand eligible uses of the Town’s Economic Development Fund 
2. Amend existing grants and initiatives to address the economic impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic 
3. Create direct benefit programs related to food security 
4. Create direct benefit programs that support Town businesses related to food security 
5. Create grant programs to assist residents and businesses in addressing emergency repairs to 

their homes and businesses.  



 
 

ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  
RIVERDALE PARK 

 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2020-R-08 

Introduced by:  

Date Introduced: March 25, 2020 

Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 

Date Effective: March 25, 2020 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF amending the definition of the Town of Riverdale Park’s Economic 
Development Fund and the eligible uses thereof. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council approved the establishment of an Economic Development 
Fund in FY2018, and defined the eligible uses of the Economic Development Fund by Resolution 
2018-R-02; and 

WHEREAS, recent economic conditions may have severe impacts on Town residents and 
businesses, impacts that may prevent residents and businesses from basic participation in the local 
economy; and  

WHEREAS, the ability of Town residents and businesses to actively participate in the local 
economy is vital to the short and long-term health, safety, and welfare of the Town, it’s residents 
and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to expand the eligible uses of the Economic Development Fund to 
include the funding of programs, grants, and initiatives that further support the ability of Town 
residents and businesses to participate in the local economy during an emergency;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the definition and eligible uses of the Town of 
Riverdale Park’s Economic Development Fund is hereby amended as follows: 

Economic Development Fund defined: This fund was established to promote the revitalization of the 
Town Center and older portions of the Town; as well as to support economic development town-
wide through programs focused on business attraction, retention, and expansion. The fund may 
also be used for economic programs, grants, and initiatives designed to ensure the health, safety, 
welfare, and economic security of Town residents and businesses. Further, this fund may be used 
to hold real property acquired by the Town for economic redevelopment and for related 
development activities. Revenues in this fund consists of periodic transfers from the General Fund 
or General Fund Reserve. The goal is to make general fund transfers from the various unrestricted 
fine revenue accounts when those accounts out-perform the budgeted revenue or transfer from 
General Fund Reserve when funds for transfers from the General Fund are not available. 

ATTEST: COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
RIVERDALE PARK 

________________________ ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



 
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 

Resolution 2020-R-09 
 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 

Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 

Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF amending the Town of Riverdale Park’s Business Growth Grant Program. 
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Mayor and Council established the Business Growth Grant Program to 
provide matching grants to Town businesses under certain conditions and guidelines; and  
 
WHEREAS, in response to economic conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayor 
and Council desire to lower the threshold to participate in this grant program; and  
 
WHEREAS, this grant program currently requires a 10:1 match with a minimum private investment 
of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in hard construction costs to receive a maximum grant from the 
Town of five thousand dollars ($5,000); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are committed to operations, programs, initiatives, legislation, 
and resources that further establish and nurture a thriving business and economic development 
climate; and 
 
WHEREAS, the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic will limit some Town businesses 
from achieving the threshold for participation in this grant program, smaller projects will be more 
likely; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park’s Business Growth 
Grant Program is hereby amended as follows: 

1. The required match is reduced from 10:1 to 2:1 
2. Eligible expenses are expanded from hard construction costs only to hard and soft project 

costs, and may include smaller projects 
3. Applications under these revised guidelines must be received by November 30, 2020 
4. The amendments delineated above sunset on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the 

Mayor and Council 
 
 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  

RIVERDALE PARK 
 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2020-R-10 

 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 

Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 

Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF amending the Town of Riverdale Park’s Business Improvement Grant 
Program. 
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Mayor and Council established the Business Improvement Grant Program 
to provide matching grants to Town businesses under certain conditions and guidelines; and  
 
WHEREAS, in response to economic conditions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayor 
and Council desire to encourage Town businesses to continue to invest in efforts to attract 
commerce; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to expand the eligible uses of this grant program to 
include limited interior work that enhances the customer experience, and furthers the Town’s goal 
of attracting and retaining commerce; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council support local employment centers, independent and small 
businesses, retail centers, and service businesses; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town, it’s businesses, and residents that Town 
businesses continue to invest in their facilities and infrastructure;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park’s Business 
Improvement Grant Program is hereby amended as follows: 

1. Eligible expenses are expanded to include limited interior work that serves to attract 
commerce 

2. Applications under these revised guidelines must be received by November 30, 2020 
3. The amendments delineated above sunset on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the 

Mayor and Council 
 
 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  

RIVERDALE PARK 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2020-R-11 

 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 

Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 

Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF establishing the Town of Riverdale Park’s Farmers Market Dollars 
Program. 
 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has created economic hardships throughout the Town of 
Riverdale Park, and access to fresh produce and other foods for residents has been further limited; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, some residents lack access to fresh fruits, vegetables, prepared foods, and baked 
goods, and are either ineligible to receive or have not yet received approval for the Federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town has a long history of providing financial and logistical support to the 
Riverdale Park Farmers Market, Inc. (RPFMI) as part of the Town’s economic development 
programs, and the RPFMI has a proven track record of providing quality fruits, vegetables, prepared 
foods, and baked goods; and  
 
WHEREAS, any business involved in food distribution, production, processing, sales and supply is 
considered essential, the Riverdale Park Farmers Market is a crucial link in the local food supply 
chain; and  
 
WHEREAS, in response to the conditions caused by COVID-19, the Mayor and Council desire to 
provide direct assistance to Town residents in need of economic assistance in order to acquire food 
products offered by RPFMI through a Farmers Market Dollars Program;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park hereby establishes the 
Farmers Market Dollar Program as follows: 

1. The program is available to Town residents who declare a need for assistance 
2. There will be an application process that does not include a means test 
3. The maximum weekly Farmers Market Dollar disbursement per household will be twenty-

five dollars ($25.00) for households not participating in the SNAP 
4. The maximum weekly Farmers Market Dollar disbursement per household will be fifteen 

dollars ($15.00) for households participating in the SNAP 
5. The benefits contemplated in this program are subject to funding availability 
6. The program’s funds shall come from the Economic Development Fund 
7. The Farmers Market Dollar Program will sunset December 31, 2020 unless extended by the 

Mayor and Council.   
 
 



ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  
RIVERDALE PARK 

 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



 
COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 

Resolution 2020-R-12 
 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF establishing the Town of Riverdale Park’s Resident-Restaurant-Town 
Partnership program. 
 
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Maryland Governor, the Honorable 
Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., issued orders to include the prohibition of gatherings of more than ten (10) 
persons, and the closure of restaurants except for carry-out, and delivery service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has created economic hardships throughout the Town of 
Riverdale Park, and while no sector of the local economy has been spared, the restaurant industry is 
bearing significant stress caused by mandatory social distancing; and  
 
WHEREAS, food options for Town residents have been limited by the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Mayor and Council adopted Resolution 2018-R-05 establishing a vision 
and commitment statement for Business and Economic Development that delineates in part that the 
attraction, retention, and expansion of business and economic development activities are recognized 
as the foundation upon which strong and sustainable communities are built; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to support food options for Town residents, and promote 
Town restaurants through a direct benefit partnership with the Town;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park hereby establishes the 
Resident-Restaurant-Town Partnership Program as follows: 

1. Make available to Town residents Town funded discount coupons for participating Town 
restaurants 

2. Promote support of Town restaurants through various programs and outreach activities 
3. Encourage residents who desire to obtain carry-out or delivered prepared foods to acquire 

such foods from restaurants located within the Town 
4. This program is subject to funding availability 
5. Funds for this program will come from the Economic Development Fund 
6. This program shall expire on December 30, 2020 unless extended by the Mayor and Council  

 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  

RIVERDALE PARK 
 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK, MARYLAND 
Resolution 2020-R-13 

 
 

Introduced by:  
 
Date Introduced:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Adopted:  March 25, 2020 
 
Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF establishing the Town of Riverdale Park’s Emergency Repair Grant 
Program in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Maryland Governor, the Honorable 
Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr., issued orders to prohibit gatherings of more than ten (10) persons, the 
closure of schools, colleges, theatres, gyms, and the closure of non-essential businesses; and  
 
WHEREAS, recent Maryland jobless claims have drastically increased, and the severe economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic is immediate in many economic sectors, and the effects will 
likely be long-lasting; and   
 
WHEREAS, due to the economic downturn the ability of some Town residents and businesses to 
make necessary repairs to their homes and businesses has decreased; and  
 
WHEREAS, the ability of Town residents and businesses to properly address emergency repairs is 
vital to the health, safety, and welfare of the Town of Riverdale Park; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2017 the Mayor and Council adopted Resolution 2017-R-12 establishing a vision 
and commitment statement for Housing and Neighborhoods that delineates in part that housing and 
neighborhoods need to be clean, well-built, and maintained; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the Mayor and Council adopted Resolution 2018-R-05 establishing a vision 
and commitment statement for Business and Economic Development that delineates in part that the 
attraction, retention, and expansion of business and economic development activities are recognized 
as the foundation upon which strong and sustainable communities are built; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desire to create an Emergency Repair Grant Program that is 
available to both residents and businesses;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Riverdale Park hereby establishes the 
Emergency Repair Grant Program as follows: 

1. Grants shall be available to qualified residents and businesses 
2. Eligibility shall include a means test that includes income and asset verification 
3. Grants shall require a 1:2 match for the first one thousand dollars ($1,000) and a 1:1 match 

thereafter 
4. Maximum grant award shall be two thousand dollars ($2,000) 



5. Residential grants shall be made from the Community Development Fund 
6. Business grants shall be made from the Economic Development Fund 
7. Grants are subject to funding availability 
8. Program expires on December 31, 2020 unless extended by the Mayor and Council 

 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF  

RIVERDALE PARK 
 
 
_________________________   ________________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 



COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF RIVERDALE PARK 
 
 EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 2020-OR-08 
 
 
Introduced By:  
 
Date Introduced: March 25, 2020 
 
Date Adopted: March 25, 2020 
 
Date Effective: March 25, 2020 
________________________________________________________ 
 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE concerning 
 
 AMENDMENT OF FY 2020 BUDGET 
 
FOR the purpose of amending the Town’s FY 2020 Operating Budget by 

appropriating certain funds from General Fund Reserve to the Town’s 
Economic Development Fund and Community Development Fund; to 
provide emergency funding for certain programs to assist businesses and 
residents during the COVID 19 pandemic; and generally relating to the 
Town’s FY 2020 budget.   

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 SECTION 1:  BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
RIVERDALE PARK, that the Town of Riverdale Park FY 2020 Financial Plan and 
Budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020, 
adopted by Ordinance 2019-OR-05 (“Approved Financial Plan”) is amended as 
follows: 
 

1. On Page 1 of 4 of the Approved Financial Plan, GENERAL FUND 
RESERVE TRANSFERS, increase the line “General Fund Reserve to 
Community Development Fund” from “(12,500)” to “(37,500)”. 

 
2. On Page 1 of 4 of the Approved Financial Plan, GENERAL FUND 

RESERVE TRANSFERS, add a new line to read “General Fund 
Reserve to Economic Development Fund (125,000)”. 

 



EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 2020-OR-08 Page 2 
 

3. On Page 1 of 4 of the Approved Financial Plan, FUND 
EXPENDITURES (OUTFLOWS) FY2020”, increase the line 
“Community Development Projected Grants Paid” from “(12,500)” to 
“(37,500)”. 

 
4. On Page 1 of 4 of the Approved Financial Plan, FUND 

EXPENDITURES (OUTFLOWS) FY2020”, increase the line “Economic 
Development Projected Grants Paid” from “(30,000)” to “(155,000)”. 

  
 
  SECTION 2: AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Emergency 
Ordinance, having been approved by at least 2/3rds of the members of the 
Council, shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 
 
ATTEST:      COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 
       RIVERDALE PARK 
 
 
______________________________ _____________________________ 
Jessica E. Barnes, Town Clerk   Alan K. Thompson, Mayor 
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